
Armstrong 23 Sept. 1971 

~~ailer re,~erences: 

Armstrong I s face look8d rem8rkable ••• that ljreakfast food ~. )~Sh 
He had r,ad the h~!~_f1.ai-eyEl~- ~_gocel"!1.ric 19.ok of a kitten, __!}yes

h::i.rdly crack~~L_who will somed_~Y be a ca!'.• ibid. -------

Armstrong "surrendered words al:c,ut as happily as a hound 
allowed meat to he pulled out of hjs teetr:." 27 

~~'H_e. _sr:_?k~--!'!"-'i:t.h_ long paus~~L-~e. se~l~~~__f9_r__\ol_QK(,19_. ~lt1en t~c 
words ca.ir,EJ _Qll.:t,_, _th.ei.I'C?Td~nar:{ content :iy.ade the wait seeJ<1 excessive." 
~-le--.__J{e..__wa,s_ m.or.e _:woode·n--U1.an-young :Ro1'e:rt:·-Taylr:,:_~,--- --- - ---- ----
young Don Amec:he, young_~_andol.,pi; .Scot.t. •• As a speake!'..__he was all 
'but limp -- still it. did not leave-·nrm unrem~ertajnly ~be 

·1rncwreage that he l.as an astronaut r, stored his stature, yet even if he 
han been a junior executive accepting an award, Arrnstrcng would have 
presented a quality )'1h:ic~l was arresting, for_he.w.a~-e.x:t:t'a-G-t'dina.Fi-l.y:_ 
reT11cte. He wc1s siT11ply not J,_j }<e ()ther m~11. He would have been more 
·c~t:'."'aordina.ry in fact if he had been just a salesman makj_ng a modest 
::nept dull little speech, for tte!'l one would have been forced tc wonder 
how he h;,c ever Gotten his job, how he coulc: sell even one j1,em, how 
in fact he got out ,)f bed in the morning._ Something__p~_culiarly innocent 
or subtly sinister Wt\S _ir:i_J,he g_entle _r~mok__air. If he h~g_h~_e.!:1__ a 

-young hoy se11fng subscriptions at t!-.t, cjcv:r, - 6ne -;;:--hllO!nothcr mig:--it;___Eave 
warned he!" g:randmctLer never to let him in ttre-·1ToUiHTf-a,1ct.he_:r_woul1 
have ~ommented~ iiThat bey wilJ go very far.,,- l!e was appa"re,·fly- ii-i­
communion w-; th some r+,r:ing in the 1mivtrse···others die r.ot thi.nk to 
play." 22-23. 

11\·lhen Armstrong raused and looked for tr:e next phr8.He he 
scmetimes made a sound 1ike the open crackl:in~ o: static on a pilot's 
voice band with the control tower. One did not hd.ve tre impressj_on 
t.hat tte static came from him so much as tr.at he had Hltll[ listened to 
so much static in bis life, suffered ::;c much of it, that his flesh, 
his eel} s, like it or not, were impregnated with the very cracklj rigs 
of static ••• Then Anistrong flashed a smile. One of his own jokes came. 
:ii:,; humor was leasant at"l4- sma11 towr:, not without a taste of the tart. 
'.'1.nd :if he -- Collins -- can ir:k of anytf.ir..g else, he c~----------. 
always 1ook out tre wir;dcw and admire the view. 1 '' 28-29 

"We 1re quite sure this girl will 50, 11 he said solemnly, 
pleasantly, lig~V.y, sadly, carefully, sweetly. He was a, presence irt 
the room, as much a presence as a man •••V.Jhy should Armstrong have a soul 
less divided than the unruly world of some billions of men? Indeed 
contradicti,~ns lay subtly upon him ••Sp Armstrong seemed of a11 the 
astronauts tl-:e man nearest to being saintly, {!f)t there was samet.bing 
as hard, sma11-town a:-id used in his f;:;,ce as tLe lcok of a cashier-over--penn:res·-~-,,- -.,·77_3·0-:------··- -------~·----~--~- -----~- -- ___ .,..__.-----
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Mailer refs. (cont'd). 

11~•lhen he stovped to think, six tired parallel ljneE stodd 
out en his forehead, and his hair was very straight, small town hair­
colorec humorless straight, his pupils were very imm. small, hardly 
larger than buckshot, you cculc believe he flew seventy-eight combat 
missions off the Es:"iex near Korea. He wa~ very thin-mouthed, almost 
as thin and wide a mouth as Joe E. Brown., yet with no comic spirit, or 
better., or worse., the spirit of comedy gave orders to the mouth most 
of the ti.r1e. Much like Wrenher von Braun or President Nixon, he would 
sr11ile on ccmrriand. Then a very 11seful smile appeared -- the smile 
of an :interesting small-town boy. He could be an angel., he c;ould be 
the town's devil. Who knew? •••Aquarius decided it was not easy 
to trust '}� !Tl then -- the smile was a vehicle tc r·emove Armstrong from 
t'te scene ••At corrmunicating he was as tight as a cramped muscle ••• 
Perversely, it was his most imp:r-essive quality, as if -what was best 
in tr,e man was most removed frcm the surface, so valt:.able that it must 
be protecteo by ;:i. hundred reservations, a thousand cautions. 

"On tr..e otr.er hand, he was a pr' ressional and had learned how 
to ccntend in a practical way w:ith the necessary language. IndeEd, 

how h~ s choice r,: larigua~;c protected him: 'Im..'r.eriintely upon touchdown 
our cc,ncern is the integrity of tre Lunar Module itself.' 11 

"There had been only one Columbus --there were ten astronauts 
at least who could do the job, and hundreds of men to back them up. 
he was t.,e repreE'.en tativ e of/ a coll, ctive wi11. 11 38 

When asked if he would keep a rock, Armstrong said, 11That 1 s 
not a prerogative we have available to us. 11 Hailer: He could of course 
have said, 1We can't do it, 1 but in trouble he always talked computerese." 39 

"It was as if the more natural forrr.s of English had notbeen 
built for the computer: Latir:. maybe, but not simple Anglo1i-Saxon. That 
was too primitive a language -- only the general sense could be conveyed 
by the words: the precise intent was obliged to be defined by the tone 
of the voice. Computerese preferred to phase out such options. The message 
had to be locked into a form which could be transmitted by pulse or 
by lack of p•;lse, cne binary digit at a time, one bit, one bug to be 
installed in each box. You could not crE::ak through computerese." 39 

"Armstrong I s near-to-facetious smil..!3 began to piq11e their 
respect •• ';'he writers were-pushing Armstrong now•" 41. 
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Mailer refs (cont•d 2). 

"Armstrong had now been maneuvered to the point where 
there was no altern~+.ive to offer but a credo, or c1.aim that he was 
xmprn1trluon spiri tuaJ ly neut.er. That wo:ild have violated too much in 
him. Yes, he blurted now, as if, damn them ancl damn their skills, 
they had wanted everything else of him this day, they had had everyth~_ng 
else of him, including his f'u11 cooperation, now damn them good, 
they could have ris philosophy too if they could comprehend it. 
11 I think we' re going, 11 he said, and paused, static burni r:g in the ppa:mxrn 
yaws of his pa.1.1se, "T think we're going to the moon becauzse it's in the 
nature of the human being to face , hallenges.' He looked a little , 
defiant, as if probabJ.;y- t!-iey might not know, some crj ticj al niuPber of pl1 
them might never know what he was ta7.king about, 'It's by the nature of 
his deep inner soul. 1 The last three words came 011t as if they had 
seared his throat by their extcrtion. How his privacy had been 
invaded this day. 'Y,.s,' he nodded,, as if noting what he had to give 
up to writers, 'we're requirec to do these things just as xx salmon 
swim upstream. 1111 hl-L.2. 

''NASA was vending space. Armstrong was working directly 
for hi3 corporate mil]. Despite the fact that this future audience of 
forty m:i1.lion would be listening and studying hirn, he spoke without 
long pauses, and seemed oddly enough to be at ease, a salesman with 
a clear modest mi d soft sell. ff Armstrong' ~s\ reeognizablg__ , 
passi.Qri. wa~ safeguard his privacy, a desir~ w J.c 1 approached the force 

.. of sanctua.ry to-him, then there -was nOtT1ing·-on teTevTslori- he would be 
lj kely to reveal or 1:;etray. h3-L.L. 

"Their collaboration (Armstrcng and Frank TV1cGee) on the questions 
and responses had the familiar ccmfort of piety. Armstrong came near 
to c}1atting with him • It was irnplici t to Network Nut:atory that a 
chatty tone ,.rent hand in hand with tr.e pious. So the dul1est but most 
flimctional, which is to say the most penneable sic1e of A.rmstrong was 
natura11y pre~ented. He respondly soberly, even chastely tc qnestions 
about whether he had been elated when chosen -- 'I have to say that I 
was• -- but quickly added that there could have been many pitfalls 
x11 ing the waiting period ( such as il".tervening flights which might not 
s11cceed) and so he had not indulged any large exci temer1t at any part­
icular period. 

,,He was rletenninAclly modest, going clear out of his .,ay, 
to specify that he was certain the Apollo 12 crew was as competent as 
r,i s own to make this firEt trip to tr.e moon, and went on once again 
to give credit fer success to all the Americans who had been working to 
back them up. 'It's their success more than ours,• said Armstrong 
as if the trip had been completed already, or perhaps this was intended 
to be commerc:ial to be employed after touchdown, or lunar a:::cent, or 
splashdown ••• " L4-4S. 
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Mailer refs. (cont'd 3) 

11McGee, rRferrins to a story jn Life by Dora Jane Hamblih 
ahout Armstrong (4 July 69), spoke of a recurring dream the astronaut hHd 
had when a l,oy. In this dream, he was able to hover over the ground 
if he held his hreath ••• It was a be!'lutiful dream." 45 


