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       Thank you Bette (Dr. Bette Siegel) for that 
warm introduction and good morning to our 
special guests. 
I appreciate the opportunity to speak to you a 
few minutes, but to tell you the truth, I don’t feel 
that I am deserving of this great honor.  To be 
honest when all of you were sweating out the 
landing of Eagle at Tranquility Base 38 years 



ago today, I was a younger in Mayfield, 
Kentucky working up a sweat riding my bicycle 
around the neighborhood.  
Nonetheless I will push forward, because I 
greatly respect your accomplishments and they 
have great relevance to the job I perform today. 
 Indeed, I want you to know that NASA’s top 
leadership clearly understands we could not 
mount the most exacting of missions such as our 
shuttle flights and operations of the International 
Space Station and all that lies ahead if it were 
not for your legacy of technical excellence and 
dedication to mission.  
As Apollo Flight Director Chris Kraft put it aptly 
about the difference between what you were 
assigned to do and your contemporary engineers 



who were working on aircraft or satellite 
projects, “The operational requirements were 
infinitely stricter and more detailed.  When their 
machine went to work, it would carry men off to 
do dangerous things, men who would live or die 
depending on the skills of the men who stayed 
behind.”  Because of your skills all the men we 
sent into the lunar module lived, and were able 
to accomplish feats of exploration that remain to 
this day some of the defining moments of the 
20th century.
So we have gathered you here today not only 
with the expectation of learning valuable lessons 
that will help NASA safely return to the moon 
with the Lunar Surface Access Module, this time 
to stay, but truly to recognize your tremendous 



contributions to the epic event in 1969 we 
celebrate today.
You know this story quite well, yet we 
sometimes forget that when Neil Armstrong and 
Buzz Aldrin began their descent to the moon, 
leaving Mike Collins behind in the Columbia 
Command Module, we had scant experience 
operating the Lunar Module on the Apollo 9 and 
10 missions.  And many don’t remember that the 
results from those missions, especially on Apollo 
10 with an improper switch setting leading to a 
rough ascent engine boost, were not free of 
problems.  
So it is an incredible tribute to your fortitude and 
dedication that the Grumman-NASA team 
worked through those problems, and of course 



the heart-stopping moment when the Eagle’s 
computer overloaded with data and fuel was 
running short just before the landing at 
Tranquility Base.  
I’m sure we will learn about these and other 
critical moments from our six successful lunar 
landings, as well as the dramatic Apollo 13 
mission, when the lunar module Aquarius served 
as a lifeboat for Jim Lovell, Jack Swigert and 
Fred Haise, with this remarkable vehicle 
designed to support two astronauts for 45 hours, 
actually supporting the intrepid three man crew 
for 90 hours.
Finally, I want to tell you, and I think Doc 
Horowitz will second the remark, that it is now 
accident that the name of our new crew 



exploration vehicle, Orion, certainly draws on 
the legacy of the lunar module Orion, which 
John Young and Charles Duke piloted to the 
Descartes Highlands of the moon on Apollo 16 
some 35 years ago.
In conclusion, I can’t tell you how glad we are 
that you are with us today, and how much all of 
us at NASA look forward to learning from your 
wisdom and experiences.  Thank you so much 
for your contributions to the adventure without 
end that is space exploration.
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